The Arts of St. Luke’s

O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us; and
grant that we, to whom thou hast given an hearty
desire to pray, may, by thy mighty aid, be defended
and comforted in all dangers and adversities;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.,

The Third Sunday after Trinity
June 28, AD 2009

A Meditation on
the Third Sunday after Trinity
“The Grace of God”
by
the Ven. Melvin H. Scott, D.D.

from The Harmony of the Collects, Epistles and Gospels
A Devotional Exposition of the Teaching of the Christian Year, 1902.

Jf ROM the glory of God seen on Trinity Sunday we passed to the two
Sundays of Divine Love. We are now to consider the love of God in
relation to sin, as grace; in relation to suffering, as mercy; and in relation



to trials and dangers, as peace. “Grace, mercy, and peace from God our
Father,” are respectively the themes of the present and two following
Sundays. This is the Sunday of Grace. Love and grace are not two
qualities, but one; and yet there is a distinction, for love, when
manifested, bears the name of grace. Love is the eternal fountain, grace
the streams thence issuing. Love is the fire, grace is the fire in relation
to men, as heat and warmth.

The word grace is a happy equivalent of the Greek charis, which
expresses the outward beauty and attractiveness of Love. It is peculiarly
fitted to express the manifestation of God’s love in the person of Christ.

THE EPISTLE. (I S. PETER v. 5) THE GOD OF ALL GRACE.
We have in this Epistle two distinct views of grace.
A. The Grace of Sanctification.

“God giveth grace,” the grace that is of sanctification which He imparts so
that it becomes grace in us, and the power of a holy life. This is perhaps
the most frequent use of the word, e.g.,

“My grace is sufficient for thee.”
“By the grace of God [ am what I am.”
“Receive not the grace of God in vain.”

We learn from S. Peter two things with regard to this grace.

(1) The need of Humility.
“God resisteth the proud,” who are all unconscious of their need of
Divine assistance, “but giveth grace to the humble,” who, knowing their
weakness, are content to trust alone in Christ. Such humility towards
God will make us “subject one to another,” it being quite impossible for
us to be really humble before God while we are proud towards men.

(2) The need of Effort.
The grace of God will not relieve us from the necessity of sobriety and
watchfulness. S. Peter therefore warns us against the opposite extremes
of over-confidence and despair. When tempted to the former, we are to
recollect the danger of temptation from an ever-watchful Satan. When
tempted to the latter, we are to remember that we are not tempted more
than “our brethren that are in the world.” If all have the same



“afflictions” (and we must see to it that our temptations are afflictions
and not pleasures) all may have the same grace.

B. The Grace of Justification.

The God from Whom all grace proceeds has already “called us” in
baptism, and bestowed upon us the position of His justified and accepted
children. This position of favour is frequently termed grace, e.g.,

Rom. v. 2. “Our access by faith into this grace wherein we stand.”
Rom. vi. 15. “We are under grace.”

We are in grace as justified, and grace must be in us as sanctified. The
grace of pardon is a pledge of all further grace, and that which God has
done for us is the earnest of what He waits to do in us. He Himself, Who
alone knows what we need, and alone has power and love to impart what
is needed, will make us perfect, possessed of each part of the true
Christian character. He will stablish or confirm us in faith and feeling, in
life and habits. He will strengthen us in moral and spiritual courage,
turning the nervous recruit into the firm and reliable veteran. He will
settle us upon the firm foundation, so that we “knmow in Whom we have
believed,” and timid faith shall become tried certainty. From Him is all
the grace, and to Him belongs all the glory.

THE GOSPEL. (S. LUKE xv. 1.) THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS
CHRIST.

As God is love, so Christ is grace, or love manifested to men. It was
because of this that publicans and sinners, who turned with aversion
from other teachers, flocked to hear Him. They drew near to Him
because they were drawn by Him, finding in Him one whom they
understood and Who understood them. He spake lovingly of love. He
offered them what their spirits needed, pardon, restoration, and
holiness. He taught them simple lessons of hope, and by accepting their
invitations inspired them with self-respect and at the same time with
penitence. We can have no better definition of grace than “that in God
which receiveth sinners.”

He spoke two parables as His defence against those who would limit His
grace, and as an encouragement to all who doubt their acceptance.
These two parables may be taken together as a lesson on grace, and
teach us that :



A. Grace Individualises.

It does not lose sight of one in ten or of one in a hundred, or of one in a
whole world. One sheep wanders, one coin is lost, and there is joy in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth. Though God has a universe of
willing subjects whose happiness consists in doing Him service, yet He
seeks out one erring planet as the scene of the Incarnation, and each
sinner may know that he is not an outcast from the love of God.

B. Grace is Unconditional.

Conditional grace is no grace at all. That which inspires grace is not
human merit, but human need. The sheep wandered through ignorance,
and the coin lay in insensibility, but neither was so lost that it could not
be found. The sheep strayed aimless, helpless, incapable of return, for
all wanderers have a tendency to wander further. The coin lay incapable
of effort, and hidden in the dust. Man cannot return: he must be found.

C. Grace Perseveres.

“Until He find” is the measure of God’s grace, and there is no other limit.
If one method fail He will try another. He searches by His word read and
preached, by repeated representations of truth—this is His candle. By
hours of sickness, disappointments, warnings of evil example,
threatenings of disease and decay, He sweeps away the dust of
worldliness in which man lies hidden, and restores to usefulness the
defaced image of Himself. God’s image is still there, for man is still a
spiritual being possessing a will, an understanding, and a sense of right
and wrong, and is still precious to God on account of what he once was,
and on account of what he yet may be.

D. Grace is Personal.

We are apt to speak and think of grace as a thing, whereas it is the
attribute of a person, and its object must be a person. Intense personal
affection is seen in both parables. It is “My sheep,” “the piece which I
had lost.” God seeks because He owns and values. It is not the sheep
which is lost, but the Shepherd Who has lost the sheep. The loss is His,
and the joy is His. We are not bidden to rejoice with the sheep, but with
the Shepherd. Thus, the grace of sacraments is personal, and is the
grace of Christ imparted through them.



THE COLLECT. A COLLECT OF GRACE.
We learn that prayer begins and ends in grace.
A. The Grace by which we Pray.

Not only prayer, but even the desire to pray, is the gift of God, for “we
cannot turn to faith and calling upon God without the grace of God by
Christ preventing [preceding] us.” If this has been given, it is a pledge of
all that must follow. The Shepherd Who seeks can alone inspire us with
the desire to be found.

B. The Grace for which we Pray.

We pray for the mighty aid of the good Shepherd to rescue us, and for
the tenderness with which He welcomes the lost to be our comfort in all
our adversities.

The Ven. Melville Horne Scott, D.D., was Archdeacon of Stafford, Vicar of
Castlechurch, and Prebendary (Residentiary Canon) of Lichfield Cathedral

(late 19% Century Anglican churchman)

(1802-1865)

Anglican Church in North America: First Provincial Assembly

Emily has informed us that both the worship and the plenary sessions of the
first assembly of the ACNA taking place this week in Bedford, Texas, are being
broadcast live. Check it out by going to
http:/ /www.acnaassembly.org

Synod of the Diocese of the West 2009

The DOW Synod for 2009 takes place this month, from Monday, June 29t -
Wednesday, July 1st at Prince of Peace Abbey in Oceanside CA. Registration for
all three days ( including meals and lodging at the Abbey ) costs $110.00 per


http://www.acnaassembly.org/

person; commuter registration ( including meals ) is $60.00; and single day
registration is $30.00. Our own Fr. Brian Foos, of St. Andrew’s Academy, will
be a featured speaker. Fr. Brian will also be leading the St. Andrew’s choir in
two services of solemn Evensong. For more information go to

Guest Preacher and Celebrant next Sunday

Once again, we thank our friend, The Rev. Dr. Fr. Earl Fox, for ministering to
us this last Sunday morning. Fr. Fox has graciously agreed to return this
coming Sunday to preach and celebrate. Plan to attend!

Guest Preacher and Celebrant, July 6t

We are especially pleased to announce that Fr. Steven Rutt will be back at St.
Luke’s, after an absence of almost six years, to preach and celebrate on the
Fourth Sunday after Trinity. For many years, Fr Steve has conducted a fruitful
ministry as Rector of St. Andrewes’ church, and as academic Dean at
Andrewes’ House Theological Seminary, in Phoenix AZ. He and his wife Sue will
be pulling up stakes very soon, for a move across the pond to the United
Kingdom, where he will be finishing his doctorate and serving as rector of a
parish of the Free Church of England. This in all likelihood will be the last time
that Fr. Steve and Sue will be with us for some time. Don’t miss the
opportunity to be blessed by Fr. Steve’s ministry and to experience the
immense warmth which he and Sue bring every time they visit us.

Sunday School Series: Creation Science

Russ Smith, our current teacher for Sunday School, is doing a splendid job
explaining the empirical evidence for a biblical view of creation and creation
science. His lectures are logical and in-depth and his printed notes are chock-
full of information. Don’t miss out on this important teaching series.

Mid-Week Service
with hymns and sung canticles
Wednesdays, 7:00 PM


http://www.dowsynod2009.blogspot.com/

followed by a study in the Thirty-Nine Articles of Religion
led by Mark Talley

For Your Prayers this Week

National repentance and revival; Our Presiding Bishop, Leonard Riches; The
new Province, The Anglican Church in North America (First Provincial
Assembly, Bedford, TX, June 22-25, 2009).

Saint Andrew's Academy, Lake Almanor, CA; The Reverend Brian Foos,
Headmaster; Flagstaff Anglican Fellowship; Rev. Neil Edlin.

In the Diocese of Mid-America

Our diocesan bishop, Royal Grote
Our bishop co-adjutor, Ray Sutton
The Reverend Chris and Bridgitte Parrish

In Saint Luke's parish

The numerical growth of Saint Luke's; Organist search;

The Bartel Family; The Bast family & Yuri's mother, Grace; Yuri Bast's
business; Christopher Bast as he prepares to attend Marine Corps boot camp;
Dr. Bowman; Robert & Natalie Gutschow - health related issues; Ken Sammons
— for a safe return from back east; Kevin Williams - medical school interviews;

Thanksgiving for the birth of Wyatt Elliot Adkins (son of Andrew’s cousin);
Ensign John Houston Dennis (Barbara's grandson); Betty Grant (Russ’
mother); Mike & Denise John settling into their new home in Arisona; George
and Jordan Haber; Norma Hake (Kelly Smith's mother-compressed disc in
lower spine); Les Jordan’s mother - undergoing treatment for skin cancer;
Linda Kolb (a friend of Kathi’s sister) - fighting an aggressive cancer; Please
pray for Linda and her husband John as they pursue treatment; The Scott
Plunkett family (Kelly Smith's cousins); Gail Plunkett - struggling with
diabetes; Tom Matthews (Andrew’s cousin); Barbara Routh - undergoing cancer
treatments; Charles Steichen - inoperable cyst on the brain, constant
headaches; Leon Streit - diagnosed with vascular parkinsonism; the Strom
family as they grieve the loss of their beloved Judith, especially Thor and the
children; Charles and Margaret Templin; Cyndi Vanderpoel, her husband David
and 3 sons; Cyndi has bi-lateral breast cancer; David Zwicker.



This Lord's Day
Holy Communion & Sermon, 9:30 AM

Scripture Lessons

Jeremiah 31: 1-14
Psalm 145 ( p. 449)
I St. Peter 5: 5-11

St. Luke 15: 1-10

Hymns & Service Music
Processional hymn # 279, “Praise to the Lord”
Kyrie eleison, (three-fold) # 709
Sequence hymn # 337, “When I survey the wondrous cross”, verse I

Gloria Tibi and Laus Tibi # 730

Sequence hymn, verse II
Sermon hymn # 424 ( 2 ), “I heard the voice of Jesus say”
The Doxology, # 139
Sanctus and Benedictus qui venit, # 797
Agnus Dei # 712
Communion hymn # 204, “Humbly I adore thee”

Gloria in Excelsis # 739



Recessional hymn # 538, “God is working His purpose out”

Assisting Us in Worship

Preacher and celebrant - The Rev. Dr. Earl Fox
Lay assistant - Mr. Kevin Williams
Crucifer - Mr. David Hughes
Torchbearers - Mr. Mason Rutowski & Mr. Jonathan Williams
Lector — Mr. Mark Talley
Organist - Mrs. Esther Chen
Ushers - Mr. Les Jordan & Mr. Don Feher
Greeters - Mr. & Mrs. Ken Sammons

New Feature

Arthur Martine’s

HAND-BOOK OF ETIQUETTE,
AND
GUIDE TO TRUE POLITENESS.

A COMPLETE MANUAL FOR THOSE WHO DESIRE TO UNDERSTAND THE
RULES OF GOOD BREEDING, THE CUSTOMS OF GOOD SOCIETY,
AND TO AVOID INCORRECT AND VULGAR HABITS.

CONTAINING
Clear and Comprehensive Directions
for Correct Manners, Dress, and
Conversation,
Instructions for Good Behavior at
Dinner Parties, and the Table, etc.

1866.



Chapter Two: The Art of Conversation ( cont ' d)

Franklin says, that you must never contradict in conversation, nor correct facts
if wrongly stated. This is going much too far ; you must never contradict in a
short, direct, or positive tone ; but with politeness, you may easily, when
necessary, express a difference of opinion in a graceful and even
complimentary manner. And I would almost say, that the art of conversation
consists in knowing how to contradict, and when to be silent ; for, as to
constantly acting a fawning and meanly deferential part in society, it is
offensive to all persons of good sense and good feeling. In regard to facts
wrongly stated, no well-bred man ever thinks of correcting them, merely to
show his wisdom in trifles ; but with politeness, it is perfectly easy to rectify
an error, when the nature of the conversation demands the explanation.

Whenever the lady or gentleman with whom you are discussing a point,
whether of love, war, science or politics, begins to sophisticate, drop the
subject instantly. Your adversary either wants the ability to maintain his
opinion,—and then it would be uncivil to press it—or he wants the still more
useful ability to yield the point with unaffected grace and good-humor ; or what
is also possible, his vanity is in some way engaged in defending views on which
he may probably have acted, so that to demolish his opinions is perhaps to
reprove his conduct, and no well-bred man goes into society for the purpose of
sermonizing.

All local wits, all those whose jests are understood only within the range of
their own circle or coterie, are decided objectionables in general society. It is
the height of ill-breeding, in fact, to converse, or jest, on subjects that are not
perfectly understood by the party at large ; it is a species of rude mystification,
as uncivil as whispering, or as speaking in language that may not be familiar to
some of the party. But you must not make a fool of yourself, even if others
show themselves deficient in good manners ; and must not, like inflated
simpletons, fancy yourself the object of every idle jest you do not understand,
or of every laugh that chance may hive called forth. Ladies and gentlemen feel
that they are neither laughed at nor ridiculed.

In society, the object of conversation is of course entertainment and
improvement, and it must, therefore, be adapted to the circle in which it is
carried on, and must be neither too high nor too deep for the party at large, so
that every one may contribute his share, just at his pleasure, and to the best of
his ability. Let no two or three old Indians, old school-fellows, or old brother
campaigners, seize upon the conversation to themselves, discuss their former
adventures, and keep the rest of a party listening silently to an animated
conversation about exploded stories, of which, they know nothing and care as
little.



Lord Chesterfield advises his son "to speak often, but not to speak much at a
time ; so that if he does not please, he will not at least displease to any great
extent." A good observer should easily, I think, be able to discover whether he
pleases or not.

Rousseau tells us, that "persons who know little talk a great deal, while those
who know a great deal say very little."

If the discourse is of a grave or serious nature, and interesting to the party, or
to any number of the party, never break in upon it with any display of idle wit
or levity ; for nothing shows so great a want of good manners ; nor must you
ever ridicule or doubt the existence of any noble enthusiasm that may have
called forth expressions of admiration ; for there is no want of high worth,
patriotism, honor and disinterestedness on earth. Your incredulity might
therefore be unjust, and it is at all times a proof of bad taste to ridicule what
others admire.

If you join in the graver conversation, intended to move the deeper feelings of
the heart, do so without affectation, without overstretching sentiments, or
bringing in farfetched ideas for the sake of producing effect, otherwise you will
be sure to fail. Avoid, above all, when on such topics, any stringing together of
unmeaning words ; for bad as the practice of substituting sound for sense is at
all times, it is doubly so when conversation takes the direction of which we are
speaking, as it then shows the jingler to want feelings as well as ideas. Speak
from the heart, when you speak to the heart ; only making judgment prune the
expressions of deep feeling, without checking the noble sentiments that may
have called them forth.

The reason which renders this pruning system advisable is, that society
swarms with worthy, respectable persons, possessing an ordinary share of
superficial good-nature, but so destitute of actual feeling, as not even to
understand its language ; and who, without being scoffers, will be inclined to
laugh at expressions that convey no ideas to their minds.

The same reason should serve as a warning to all gentlemen against writing
love-letters ; for if a gentle swain is really and truly in love, he will write under
excited feelings ; and a letter written with a palpitating heart, threatening to
break a rib at every throb, can hardly fail to appear a little ridiculous in the
eyes of all who may not chance to be exactly in the same frame of mind, or
possessed of the same degree of feeling with the writer.

(pp. 17-19)

To be continued....



Please direct all suggestions, prayer requests, special notifications, and
new member requests to Andrew Matthews at lonepilgrim71@yahoo.com.



